THE THIRD PARTITION
learned to know and trust the i
demonstrated that the soul of tie patriot and the courage
of the warrior burned as ardently in the despised peasants
of his native land as in any of the nobility. To the
common people of Poland, Kosciuszko was more than
a general and a patriot; he was the man sent from
heaven to lead them. He was the first Polish noble to
regard the peasant as anything better than a superior
brute; he wore their dress, and led them where the
Polish nobles, with all the inherited military traditions
of cafiuries, might well have blenched to follow. To
them he was Father Thaddeus, the brave constant friend
who inspired their undying confidence. They swore
to follow him even in the face of certain death. Many
thousands of them, rude, half-barbarous, wholly
courageous and passionately loyal to their leader and
their country, " drank death like wine " in the bitter
days that followed.
In all Kosciuszko commanded the support and con-
fidence of the citizens, the remnants of die army, and a
proportion of the squires or lesser nobility. But the
great nobles held aloof; they did not believe in the
possibility of success for the revolution; and they well
knew that the price of participation would be, at the
very least, the confiscation of their land. They also
distrusted Koscmszko's democratic tendencies, and were
alarmed at the prospect of an emancipation of their serfs.
Kosciuszko's first military exploit was performed with
a force one half of which was composed of peasants armed
with scythe bkdes. The other half was the brigade of
Madalinski, which had first set the revolt afoot by refus-
ing to disarm. This force, 4,000 men in all, attacked die
Russian general Thomasson, who was no stronger in
numbers, but was enforced with artillery. The insurgents
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